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[PROPOSAL 


EF UK 


| Tranſlating the Duty of Exciſe; 


FROM 


| Malt-Drinks to MALT: 


| Whereby may be Advanced to the CROWN Fifteen Mil. 
. - iy For the Carrying on the WAR againſt France. 
TOGETHER, 

With ſome Brief Notes and Obſervations on the LAWS and | Adminiſtration, in 
Relation to That DUTY ; And the Partiality and Inequality thereof. 


———— 


© By ROBERT MURRAY, Gent. 7 
; HE former Laws of Ex- | clufive, and his Charge : Cinont ne- 
ciſe enzoyns the Payment | ver ſo unreaſonable ) mult be paid ; 

of Two Shillings and Six | and the Brewer is not admitted to 


| Pence, upon every Barrel Diſcharge himſelf, though, by the 
4 BEER and ALE, above Six $þil- | expreſs Letter of the Statute, he is 


lings; and Six Pence, for every Barrel , allowed fo todo; the Ganger ma- 
of BEER & ALE, of Six Shillings, or | king up his Charge by Plot and Cold- 
' nnder; the Common Brewer to make } IVorts, in the Tas or Backs ; where- 
his Entry weekly ; Tnn-bolders, Victku- | by they are over-charg d One Sixth 
 allers,and Ale-houſe-keepers, per Men- | part, at leaſt: Whereas the Duty, 
ſem, under the ſeveral Penalcies there- chargeable by Law only, 1s, on ever 
in mentioned. Barrel of BEER and ALE, fold and 
THAT, notwithſtanding theſe Fz- | delivered out ; and the ff” rien 
| fries are duly Made and Atteſted, | of Two Barrels of Ale, upon every 
the __ tingle Evidence is Con- | Twenty - Two; and Three Barrels of 


Þeer, 


Rua ——_—_ 


Poe pajon every Twenty-three "HEY 
are in Conſideration only of Damage, 
by Filling up,Teaſt,and Waſt, in Clean- 


it now brings | in to the Government ; 
and. the Nation conſiderably Eaſed, 
| the "Number of Officers Leſlened, and 


ſing ; which doth not neither fully | abave a Moiety of the Charge of i Colle- 


anſwer: And, in all Places ont of 
this Czty, the Officers Charge That 
for ALE, which is really BEER; 

which is One Eight. Part-more San 
the Law requires, to the Oppreſſion 
of the Country ; By which means, 
the whole Burthen of this Tax 1s kid: 
upon a Fourth Part of the People; | 


but by Changing 
Mault-DRINKS, to MAULT) 
Whereby every Man will pay in an 
equal] Proportion, to the Strength and 
Goodneſs of what they conſume. 

IF any ſhould be hereby. Diſcoura- 
ged from Brewing their own Drink, 
the KING will be Reprized in the 
Exciſe, on the Common Brewer ;,. who 
will be a conſiderable Gainer, by the 
Augmentation of his Trade : Eight 
Pence laid on every Buſhel of 
MAULT, allowing Three Buſbels 
to every Burel of BEER, and ALE, 


which is all allowed per Barrel for 


ALE and BEFR of Common Draft | 


and Sale, will Reduce the preſ-:t 

Du, from Four Shillings and Nine 
"i per Barrel, to Two Shillizgs ; 
and yet EASLEY that Revenue ro, 


which cannot otherwiſe beRemedied, | 


J 


| 
| 


| 


y 


Hion Saved to the Crown. 

IF the Parliament ſhonld endea- | 
vour to Redrels the Grievance and | 
Extortion afore-ſaid, and - Regulatc 
the Entries and Charge againſt thc 
Brewers, according to the true Mean- 
ing of the Laws of Exciſe, it would | 
much abate the Revenue. | 

IF the Parliament ſhould lay an | 


this Duty from | Additional Exciſe on BEER and ALE, | 


the Brewers would have a great Ad- | | 
vantage thereby ; for, where Nine | 
Pence was: added upon a Barrel of | 
Strong BEER and ALE, and Three . 
Pence upon Small, the Exciſe little | 
Advanced; and, a1 it was off a- | 
JAIN, It was as little abated : So that, ' 
any Addition to; or Regulation of | 
Exciſe, as Now 1t 1s, will prove of | 
little _ no Advantage to the Crown. 
THOSE. Brewers, that wet great | 
Quantities of MAULT. ſave Five 
Pads per Week, by Exciſe : {ome 
more, ſome leſs. 
THE Duty falling upon the "P 
riour Rank of Men (the Nobility, Gen- 
try, and Wealthier fort, who Brew | 
their own Drink, being exempt) is 
an Hardſhip, might as well be exten- 


at leaſt, Fifteen Hundred Thou 2nd | ded to their Bread, as to their Drink. | 


Pounds; w which is = AHLouble,to what 


THE Exemption of thoſe that 
Brew 


| Brew for their Private Uiſe, and Con- | Encreaſed, and yet the People conii- 


ſumprion, . will occaſion many. to do | derably Eaſed. 


it, and more. will follow the Exam- 
ple ; by which the Revenue muſt be 


leſſened, and precarious. - 


THE Duty, thus laid, may be Rai- 
ſed and. Collected, without diſpure, 


| between the KING, and the People; 


THAT the Rewenne of Exciſe, as | which wil be an equal Service to the 


1t Now ſtands, . 1s little better than 
precarious, appears partly from--the 
myſterious Practices of Brewers, very 
hard, if not impoſſible to prevent ; 
who always have it_in their Power 
to Augment or Leſlen the ſame, by 
Brewing ſometimes: One, Two, Three 
or Four Barrels,out of the ſame Quan- 
tity of MAULT ; where they often 
pay Frve Shillings to the Crown, when 
they ought to accounr for Ten+Shil- 
lings; and partly, from the encreaſe 
of Private Brewing; to which- the 


Temptation will grow, it the Duty 


be Augmented, utleſs Reſtrained by 
a.Particular Claule ; and ſhould ſuch 
Private Brewing become a Genera] 


Practice, the whole. Revenne would. 


be entirely loſt. 

I T 13 therefore Propoſed, That. the 
Duty of Exciſe may be changed from 
AManlt-DRINKS unto MAULT, for 


the Reaſons enſuing : 


ALL that Drink, whether Rich | 1s 
or. Poor, Brewing for themſelves or | 
not, will pay in an equal Proportion, | 


to the Strength, and Goodneſs, of 
what they Conſume. 


THE Rewenne will this way be | 


Former, and Satisfaction to the Latter. 
THE Rewenne. will - thus- be fix'd, 
and certain, and not ſubject to be: 
impaired by any Arts, as now. - _ 
| AND, whereas it may be objeGed, 
| That the Nobility, and Gentry, who | 
keep great Hoſpitality, will hereby | 
be much burthened by the-Tranfla- - 
tion of the EXCISE to MAULT. 
For Anſwer; One Moiety of the Origi- 
nal EXCISE, being Grven the 
| Crown,: in Recompence of the Conrt 
of Wards, &c. taken away 12 Car.2, 
| in Eaſe of the ſaid Nobility and Geii- 
try, who were only grieved by rhat 
Court; the Equivalent in Honour 
might well enough have been charoed 
on Themſelves, and the People have 


been quite Exempted; who were in 
nothing Eafed, by taking away the 
Court of Wards; at leaft, it feems high- 
ly juſt, that They bear their Propor- 
tionable Part with the People; which 
done by this Expedient. | 

THAT This 15 a more equal Tax, 
and may be managed without {ub- - 
jecting their Houſes to the Infpection 
of Exciſe-men ; which will obviate_ 
the Common 0bje&ion, againlt Alter- | 


ing 


"210g the Dtyfrom Manlt-DRINKS to 
'MAULT ; and the putting the fame 


at Eight Pence per Buſhel, will Re- | 


duce the Exciſe of Drink to Two Shil- 
lings per Barrel, which now pays Four 
Shillings and Nine Pence ; and yet = 
=Xooble the preſent Revenue ; and 
will be Colle&ed ar a little more than 


One Third Part of the now Charges; | 


the Sallaries of many Superfluons Offi- 
cers being ſaved, amounting 'to ma- 
ny Thouſand Pounds per Annum-:- 


Nor is MAULF, by any Conceate | 


ment, ſubject to {ſo many Frauds, it 
taking up Ezghteen or Twenty Days 
Time, after Wetting, before it can be | 
fit for Sale : And the MAULTSTERS | 
being, for the moſt part, Wealthy, 
the Duty will be as Currently paid, 
and as well, if not better ſecured, as 
trom the BREWER. 

THAT This, alone, will be a Fund 
jufficient to take off all Anticipations 
on this Duty, 1n the Exchecquer, Ex- 
cuſe a General Exciſe, and other pet- 


tit Impoſitions ; as That on Glaſs, | 


War, will be found a Fund ſufficient 
for. Fifteen Millions; viz. Raiſe Three 


Millions the firſt Five Tears, or Five 
Millions for Three Tears, (beſides the 
ordinary Revenue of the Crown; ) 
which may be Extinguiſhed in Ten 


Years; And that ſuch a Settlement for 


Pride and Courage of the Enemy. 

fign'd, by This PAPER, to Propoſe 
the Laying a New Impoſition on Mault ; 
but to Lefſen what ſeems already (tho' 
on it, by Reducing the ſame from 
Quarter, to Five Shillings and Foxr 


of BEFR and ALE, is Nine S:/lings 
& SixPence; and the other Two Buſh- 


Earthen-Ware, Coals, &c. which may 
be thought Grievous; and will ſerve 
the Government to ſupport the War, 


during the Continuance thereof ; and | 
; helpto take-in Clipe and Light Money, | 


and totally free all future lmpoſitions 
upon Land: One Fourth Part of the 


els, being a Third Part more, is Three 


| Shillings and Two Pence; which makes 
Twelve Shillings and Ei Pence. per 


Exciſe on One SingleCommodity,which 


faid Duty on MAULT, ſettled on 
the Crown for ever, will be an Equi- 
valent, in lieu of that Part of the Ex- 
_ c,iſe, that is Hereditary ; and now be- 


affe&s All in General ; than a General 
| Exciſe on All Commodities. 


Ry //; which is Humbly Submitted to the Wiſdem 


::-# of Commons, 4ſembled in Pvliament. 
I | 


ce Th * 
” & by * 


TJ LI 0 F ; 
[ : 3 and Conſideration of the Homourable Houle 
SEAL x 
Y 


oy 
mY 


ing ſettled on the Crown for Ten Years, 
or during the Continuance of ' the * 


This, -or the like Term of Tears, to | 
Support and Carry on the War, for | 
ſome Continuance ; will contribute | 
very much to the Abatement of the 


FROM the Whole, "Tis not de- 


not DireGly, yet Remotely) Charg'd - 


| Twelve Shillings and Eight Pence, per | 


Pence; for fo, in Ffi:Q, it now Payes: | 
For Six Buſbels, making Two Barrels _ 


Quarter. And it is humbly ſubmitted, ' 
That it may be much betrer,to Lay an 


| 


